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pulled up easily while the product is configured at the first 
waist hoop tension level, yet reliably remain in place during 
wearing at the second waist hoop tension level. 

The first waist hoop tension level may be about 0 grams 
force (gf) or greater at the first waist hoop dimension 11. 
Preferably, the ratio of the first waist hoop tension to the 
second waist hoop tension is from about 0 to about 0.9 

In embodiments in which the first waist hoop dimension 
11 and second waist hoop dimension 13 are different, it is 
preferred to not have too great a difference between the first 
waist hoop dimension 11 and second waist hoop dimension 
13. If the difference is too great, an undue amount of 
material will have to be gathered by the user in switching 
between the the first waist hoop dimension 11 and second 
waist hoop dimension 13. This can inhibit ease of use. 
Preferably, the waist hoop dimension ratio between the 
second waist hoop dimension 13 and the first waist hoop 
dimension 11 is from about 0.55 to about 0.95. 

FIG. 6B is a close-up side view of one embodiment of the 
fastening device 41 engaged. The first fastening member 42 
and second fastening member are shown relative to one 
another for engagement. The first tab 51 has the first tab 
fastening element 54 slightly exploded and relative to the 
attachment landing zone 91. The second tab 61 and second 
tab fastening element 64 are also slightly exploded and 
relative to the attachment landing zone 91. 

The first waist region 36 and second waist region 38 may 
be more than about 10% elastomeric or extensible under a 
load of about 20 grams force/centimeter or greater. The 
elasticity or extensibility is designed to assist the pull-up 
and/or cinch of the absorbent article. 

The first waist region 36 and second waist region 38 are 
used herein to differentiate the portions of the article being 
attached. For simplicity the first fastening member 42 is 
herein described as being joined to the first waist region 36 
and the second fastening member 44 is herein described as 
being joined to the second waist region 38. However, the 
two regions and two fastening members are generally 
interchangeable, e.g. the second fastening member could be 
located on the first waist region in alternate embodiments. 
The present invention may be readily adapted to many 
product forms and is intended to cover all such changes and 
modifications that are within the scope of this invention in 
the following claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 

a backsheet; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
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a releasable tab to tab bond between the first tab 
outer surface and the second tab inner surface, the 
releasable tab to tab bond having a release load, 
at least one second fastening member joined to the 
second waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element and second tab fastening 
element are configured to provide an operably secure, 
fastening engagement with the second fastening 
member, wherein the fastening device includes at least 
one stored landing zone on the article inner surface, a 
releasable storage fastening bond between the stored 
landing zone and the first fastening member, the releas- 
able storage fastening bond having a release load that 
is less than the releasable tab to tab bond release load. 

2. The absorbent article of claim 1, wherein the releasable 
storage fastening bond is selected from the group compris- 
ing adhesives, cohesives, hook materials, loop materials, and 
combinations thereof. 

3. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first 
tab fastening element on to the first tab inner 
surface, 

at least one second tab, the second tab including a 
second tab inner surface, a second tab outer 
surface, and a second tab fastening element on the 
second tab inner surface, 
a releasable tab to tab bond between the first tab 
outer surface and the second tab inner surface, the 
releasable tab to tab bond having a release load, 
at least one second fastening member joined to the 
second waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element and second tab fastening 
element are configured to provide an operably secure, 
fastening engagement with the second fastening 
member, wherein a first releasable fastening bond 
between the first tab fastening element and the second 
fastening member has a release load that is greater than 
the releasable tab to tab bond release load. 

4. The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein a second 
releasable fastening bond between the second tab fastening 
element and the second fastening member has a release load 
that is greater than or equal to the first releasable fastening 
bond release load. 

5. The article of claim 4, wherein the first tab fastening 



at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 60 element is a hook material, the second tab fastening element 



inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first 
tab fastening element on to the first tab inner 
surface, 

at least one second tab, the second tab including a 
second tab inner surface, a second tab outer 
surface, and a second tab fastening element on the 
second tab inner surface, 
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is a second hook material, and the second fastening member 
includes at least two attachment landing zones of different 
loop material. 

6. The article of claim 4, wherein the first tab fastening 
element and attachment landing zone are pre fastened. 

7. The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein the releasable 
combined tab fastening bond is selected from the group 
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comprising adhesives, cohesives, hook materials, loop 
materials, and combinations thereof. 

8. The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein the first 
releasable fastening bond is selected from the group com- 
prising adhesives, cohesives, hook materials, loop materials, 
and combinations thereof. 

9. The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein the second 
releasable fastening bond is selected from the group com- 
prising adhesives, cohesives, hook materials, loop materials, 
and combinations thereof. 

10. The absorbent article of claim 3, wherein the first tab 
has a first tab length and the second tab has a second tab 
length, and the second tab length is greater than the first tab 
length. 

11. The absorbent article of claim 10, wherein the second 
tab length is equal to the first tab length. 

12. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first tab 
fastening element on to the first tab inner surface, 
at least one second tab, the second tab including a 
second tab inner surface, a second tab outer surface, 
and a second tab fastening element on the second tab 
inner surface, 
a releasable tab to tab bond between the first tab outer 
surface and the second tab inner surface, the releas- 
able tab to tab bond having a release load, 
at least one second fastening member joined to the second 
waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element and second tab fastening 
element are configured to provide an operably secure, fas- 
tening engagement with the second fastening member, 
wherein the first fastening member includes a gripping 
means. 

13. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 

at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first tab 
fastening element on the first tab inner surface, 

at least one second tab, the second tab including a 
second tab inner surface, a second tab outer surface, 
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and a second tab fastening element on the second tab 
inner surface, 

the second fastening member is joined to the second waist 

region on the article outer surface and includes at least 

one attachment landing zone; wherein 

when the at least one first tab fastening element and the 
attachment landing zone are fastened, a first waist 
hoop is formed, 

wherein the article is positioned at a target article 
location and the at least one second tab fastening 
element is fastened to the attachment landing zone, 
a second waist hoop is formed, a ratio of the second 
waist hoop to the first waist hoop is from about 0.55 
to about 0.95, wherein the article is a diaper, or 
pull-up. 

14. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

the first waist region and the second waist region are 
prefastened forming at least one leg opening; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first 
tab fastening element on the first tab inner surface, 
at least one stored landing zone on the article, 
a releasable storage fastening bond between the 
stored landing zone and the first fastening 
member, the releasable storage fastening bond 
having a release load, 
the second fastening member is joined to the second 
waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element is configured to provide an 
operably secure, fastening engagement with the second 
fastening member, wherein the first tab and a portion of 
the second fastening member are permanently prefas- 
tened. 

15. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

the first waist region and the second waist region are 
prefastened forming at least one leg opening; 

a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
at least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first 
tab fastening element on the first tab inner surface, 
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at least one stored landing zone on the article, 

a re leasable storage fastening bond between the 
stored landing zone and the first fastening 
member, the rcleasable storage fastening bond 
having a release load, 5 
the second fastening member is joined to the second 
waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element is configured to provide an 
operably secure, fastening engagement with the second 
fastening member, wherein the first fastening member 10 
includes at least one second tab, the second tab including a 
second tab inner surface, a second tab outer surface, and a 
second tab fastening member on the second tab inner 
surface. 

16. The article of claim 15, wherein the second fastening 15 
member includes at least two attachment landing zones of 
different material. 

17. An absorbent article having a first waist region, a 
second waist region and a crotch region interconnecting the 
first waist region and second waist region, an article inner 20 
surface and an article outer surface, the absorbent article 
comprising: 

a topsheet; 
a backsheet; 

25 

the first waist region and the second waist region are 
pre fastened forming at least one leg opening; 
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a fastening device for joining at least a portion of the first 
waist region with at least a portion of the second waist 
region, the fastening device including at least one first 
fastening member, and at least one second fastening 
member; 

the first fastening member is joined to the first waist 
region, the first fastening member includes, 
al least one first tab, the first tab including a first tab 
inner surface, a first tab outer surface, and a first 
tab fastening element on the first tab inner surface, 
at least one stored landing zone on the article, 
a releasable storage fastening bond between the 
stored landing zone and the first fastening 
member, the releasable storage fastening bond 
having a release load, 
the second fastening member is joined to the second 
waist region on the article outer surface; 
each first tab fastening element is configured to provide an 
operably secure, fastening engagement with the second 
fastening member, wherein the first and second waist 
regions are more than about 10% elastomeric or extensible 
under a load of about 80 grams force/centimeter or greater. 

***** 



